
To: scheme managers, internal pensions, HR and payroll contacts 

Dear colleagues, 

Following our coffee morning held on 16 December 2025, I am pleased to confirm 
that we have published the member contribution scheme manager and payroll 
guidance, including a template policy 

The guidance sets out how Fire and Rescue Authorities (FRAs), as scheme 
managers of the Firefighters’ Pension Scheme 2015 (“the 2015 Scheme”), determine 
the appropriate member contribution rate under the revised contribution structure 
coming into force on 1 April 2026. In developing this guidance, legal advice has been 
sought to ensure the approach aligns with the intent and requirements of the 
regulations. 

The government response published on 8 December 2025 confirmed that 
contribution thresholds will be based on actual pensionable pay, with flexibility to 
adjust a member’s contribution band where there is a scheme employment or 
material change affecting pensionable pay. The revised contribution rates and 
thresholds take effect from 1 April 2026, with annual CPI indexation of thresholds 
commencing 1 April 2027. 

The guidance is intended to support consistent interpretation of the regulations, 
particularly in scenarios that FRAs identified as requiring clarity during the 
consultation, including mid-year joiners and leavers, members with variable pay, 
Retained Duty System (RDS) employees, and the meaning of “material change”.  

Scheme managers are strongly encouraged to follow this guidance to ensure 
administrative consistency, compliance with the regulations, and a fair and 
transparent approach for all members. 

The guidance and template policy has been published in the guides and sample 
documents section of the FPS regulations and guidance website. 

Kindest Regards 

Tara 

Tara Atkins (she/her) 

Firefighter Pensions Advisor  

Local Government Association   

Direct Dial on Teams: 0207 664 3031 

Email: tara.atkins@local.gov.uk 

18 Smith Square, Westminster, London SW1P 3HZ 

 

www.fpsboard.org   www.fpsregs.org   www.fpsmember.org 

FPS Bulletin 101 – January 2026 is now available on our website 

 

https://www.fpsregs.org/images/Events/Coffee-mornings/Member-Contribution-Structure-Consultation-Outcome.pdf
https://www.gov.uk/government/consultations/firefighters-pensions-member-contribution-structure/outcome/amendments-to-the-firefighters-pension-acheme-engand-regulations-member-contribution-structure-government-response
https://www.fpsregs.org/images/Guides/Determining-Member-Contribution-Rates-from-1-April-2026-guidance-for-scheme-managers-and-payroll-providers.pdf
https://www.fpsregs.org/images/Guides/Template-FRA-Member-Contribution-Policy.docx
https://www.fpsregs.org/index.php/administration-resources/guides-and-sample-documents
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